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I have really enjoyed my first year as Chair of 
Auckland Hockey. It has been busy- and 
challenging Ð but what has stood out most is the 
depth of care people have for hockey in Auckland. 
Around the Board table, in the staff team, across 
our clubs, and among our officials and volunteers, 
there is a genuine commitment to making the game 
better.

My strongest reflection on 2025 is that Auckland
Hockey is moving in the right direction. We are not 
finished and there is still plenty to do, but the 
direction is clear, the foundations are stronger, and 
there is real momentum across the Association.

The divisional changes have been a major part of 
the year. They have been complex, because 
changes to long-established competition structures 
affect clubs, teams and players directly. There is 
more listening and refinement to do, but the 
purpose remains important: more balanced 
competitions, a better hockey experience, and a 
stronger Auckland Hockey over the long term. 
Thank you to our clubs and wider hockey 
community for your patience and support through 
that change.

That community strength is showing in the support
around club hockey, in the umpires, officials and
volunteers who make the game possible, and in the
way club performance is translating into 
representative success. Across Masters, U18s, 
NHC, Premier Hockey League and international 
hockey, Auckland players and teams again showed 
the depth and quality of our region. Our annual 
prize giving also recognised people from across the 
community, young and old, who have given so 
much to hockey in Auckland. Those moments 
remind us that Auckland Hockey is built on people.

Colin Maiden Park remains one of the most exciting
developments for hockey in Auckland. The 
Auckland
Hockey Facilities Trust owns the new turfs and is
responsible for developing them for AHAÕs use 
across competitions, training and broader hockey 
activity. The Board has supported the Trust through 
this work, and it is exciting to be so close to seeing 
this long-planned project come to fruition. Together 
with the Lloyd Elsmore Park upgrades, Auckland 
Hockey is moving towards access to four world-
class turfs across those two sites.

Financially, Auckland Hockey is strengthening. That
does not mean all pressures have passed, or that we
can be complacent. It means we are moving closer 
to the level of financial discipline, transparency and 
consistency that a modern regional sporting 
organisation needs. Governance is also another 
important foundation. The Board is more settled, and 
although we have farewelled people during the year 
who have made valuable contributions, the current 
Board brings a strong mix of skills, experience and 
commitment to Auckland Hockey. I want to thank 
every member of the Board for the time, judgement 
and care they have brought to AHA this year, and 
acknowledge Pam Elgar, Neil McCorkindale and 
Trish Rangi for their leadership, advice and practical 
support.

I also want to acknowledge James and the Auckland
Hockey staff team. They have worked extremely 
hard
again this year, often over long hours and often 
dealing with issues most of the community never 
sees. They are responsive, committed and practical, 
and the Board is grateful for the way they continue to 
support AHA across a demanding calendar.

Looking ahead, our focus is continued stability and
careful delivery. That means strengthening our 
financial position, supporting our people, continuing 
to improve governance and processes, delivering 
Colin Maiden Park well, and making sure the new 
divisional competition structure is properly 
embedded.

Auckland Hockey is in a better place than it was. 
That has taken work from many people, over many 
years, and it will take continued focus to build on it. 
The foundations are stronger, the direction is clearer, 
and the commitment across our hockey community 
is obvious. The task now is to keep building: 
carefully, consistently, and with the interests of 
hockey in Auckland at the centre of our decisions.

Finally, as well as thanking the Board and the AHA
team, I want to thank our clubs, umpires, officials,
coaches, managers, volunteers, funders, sponsors,
families and supporters. Your contribution makes 
hockey happen in Auckland, it is greatly appreciated.

Nick Paterson
Chair, Auckland Hockey
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ÒE hara taku toa i te toa takitahi, engari he 
toa takitini.Ó

Success is not the work of one, but the 
work of many.

This whakatauk! reflects the collective 
effort that underpins hockey in Auckland.
I acknowledge and thank everyone who
contributes to our game administrators,
players, umpires, technical officials, staff,
partners, funders, volunteers, clubs, and
supporters all of whom enable our sport
to thrive. Following the last AGM, Neil
McCorkindale, Trish Rangi and I 
tansitioned from our roles as Board 
members into our substantive roles as 
President, Vice President (Male), and Vice 
President (Female).

Speaking on behalf of us all, I am delighted
with the progress the Board has made 
under the leadership of Nick Paterson 
(Chair) and Jenny Pooley (Deputy Chair). 
As outlined further in the Chair and CEO 
reports, Auckland Hockey has continued its 
journey through significant change and is 
progressing steadily toward greater 
financial and organisational stability and 
sustainability.

I acknowledge the commitment of our 
current Board members. Their diligence, 
thoughtful governance, and decision-
making are all directed toward 
strengthening hockey in Auckland. It is 
important to recognise that these are 
volunteer roles, carried out with a
genuine desire to serve and grow our 
hockey community. The dedication and 
integrity of this group are deeply 
appreciated.

As President, my role is to support and advise the 
Board, while remaining connected with our wider 
hockey community. Over the past year, I have 
valued the opportunity to engage with
club members, umpires, officials, and volunteers 
across a range of events.

Transparency and communication remain key
priorities, and I believe the Board and CEO are 
continuing to make solid progress in keeping our 
community well informed. 

Our Vice Presidents continue to play an important 
role through their ongoing engagement with club 
hockey and wider events. I extend my sincere 
thanks to them both for their commitment and 
energy.

Above all, I want to acknowledge our clubs and
volunteers, the foundation of hockey in Auckland. 
Your commitment, often behind the
scenes, ensures that our game continues to grow, 
connect communities, and provide opportunities for 
people of all ages and abilities. We are here in 
service of you, our members, and we value your 
ongoing engagement and feedback.

As we look to the year ahead, we do so with
confidence and optimism. Our focus remains on 
strengthening our organisation, supporting our 
clubs and participants, and ensuring hockey in 
Auckland continues to thrive for future  
generations.

Ng"  mihi nui
Pam Elgar
President, Auckland Hockey



*&(0.-%&'(%)
2025 has been a transformational year for Auckland 
Hockey. It has been a year of rebuilding the staffing 
team, board transition, major infrastructure milestones, 
international and domestic event hosting, national 
success, senior divisional grade competition review, and 
continued progress both on and off the turf. 

Major Facility Investment
One of the most significant milestones in Auckland 
HockeyÕs facility network began in January with 
construction finally beginning at Colin Maiden Park 
(CMP), more than 15 years after the project was first 
conceived. This $10m development is in partnership 
with Auckland Hockey Facilities Trust and proudly 
funded by Auckland Council, Foundation North, NZCT, 
Lottery Community Facilities, Grassroots Trust, Four 
Winds Foundation, and turf partner and sponsor 
Polytan.

We also completed the replacement of Turf 2 at Lloyd 
Elsmore Park (LEP) and upgraded floodlighting to LED, 
including the installation of another world-class Poligras 
Paris GT surface. Thanks to the funding support of 
Auckland Council and Four Winds Foundation, these 
investments ensure our facilities remain among the best 
in the country and capable of providing quality hockey 
experiences at every level for years to come.

Major Events at Lloyd Elsmore Park
We proudly hosted the Vantage Black Sticks Women vs 
USA Test Series, Oceania U21Junior World Cup 
Qualifiers, Rankin Cup, PHL Round Robin and Finals in 
2025. These events delivered outstanding hockey, 
strong crowds, and an electric atmosphere while 
showcasing the current and emerging talent emerging 
through New ZealandÕs high-performance system.

Strengthening Our Team
We welcomed Jude Menezes as our Head of Hockey, 
bringing world-class experience and leadership to our 
high-performance and hockey programmes.

We also welcomed Sarah Thomas as Facilities and 
Hospitality Manager as we continue to enhance our 
stadium operations, event delivery, and stakeholder 
experience led by Sarah and her expertise.

Community Competitions, Participation and Growth
Participation across Auckland Hockey remained strong 
throughout 2025. Our summer hockey competitions 
engaged 1,081 participants, while winter hockey saw 
more than 5,770 players take the field across 407 
teams. A big thank you to our Senior divisional review 
advisory group who led a comprehensive review, with 
robust discussion and considered recommendations  
that underpin changes to our Senior Grades for 2026. 

We also continued to grow hockey at grassroots level 
through our in-school programmes, funded by Auckland 
Council and Aktive, introducing over 1,600 tamariki and 
rangatahi to hockey in local schools. 

Auckland Representative Success
Led by a dedicated and talented team of volunteers and 
staff, our Auckland teams again delivered exceptional 
performances across national tournaments. At the National 
Masters, Auckland teams secured eight podium finishes, 
with gold for the MenÕs 45s and 50s, and WomenÕs 60s 
teams. Our U18 Men claimed back to back and NHC 
Women a three-peat of impressive dominant national titles. 

Congratualtions to our players and coaches who continued 
to shine nationally and internationally, earning selection 
across the PHL, JHL, Black Sticks and NZ U21 teams. 

Governance and Recognition
At the 2025 AGM, Auckland Hockey proudly recognised 
Diana Dowdle and Vinod Patel as Life Members for their 
outstanding contribution to the sport.

The AGM also marked an important governance 
milestone, with the successful transition to Auckland 
HockeyÕs newly established and completed Board. Nick 
Paterson was appointed Chair and Jenny Pooley Deputy 
Chair.

I would like to sincerely thank our Board, and Officers Pam 
Elgar, Neil McCorkindale, and Patricia Rangi for their 
leadership and commitment.

Financial Position and Sustainability
Auckland Hockey finishes 2025 in a stronger financial 
position than 2024 following a period of balancing financial 
challenges and major capital investment.

We were able to undertake substantial infrastructure 
projects across CMP and LEP with the generous support 
of our funding partners. Our 2025 accounts show $3.2mil 
of community funding behind these major capital projects.

A much larger annual turnover of $5.52mil and a net profit 
of $597k after depreciation were due to the significant 
value of CMP and LEP capital projects being recognised in 
the 2025 accounts. We remain focused on building long-
term sustainability and financial resilience into the future.

We proudly welcomed Grays Hockey as our new apparel 
and equipment partner, alongside Pump Water as NHC 
team sponsors and stadium beverage suppliers. Thank 
you also to our partners Just Hockey, Polytan and 
Chesters for their ongoing support of Auckland Hockey.

Thank you to Denise Smith our Competitions Manager for 
all of her dedication and expertise. We farewelled Denise 
to a new role at Hockey Victoria in March 2026. Denise 
has expertly managed competitions from 2018-2, 24-25.

Finally, thank you to our extremely dedicated Staff, Board, 
Presidents, players, coaches, officials, volunteers, funders, 
partners, and stakeholders. Together, we are building a 
stronger, more sustainable future for our game. 

James Sutherland
CEO

James Sutherland
CEO
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Intercity Premier Men
Southern Districts 2-1 vs Roskill Eden

Intercity Premier Women
Takapuna 3-0 vs Somerville

Auckland Premier Men
Roskill Eden 7-1 vs Southern Districts

Auckland Premier Women
Southern Districts 2-0 vs Somerville

Intercity Premier Reserve Men
North Harbour Indians 3-0 vs ECB

Intercity Premier Reserve Women
Takapuna 3-0 vs ABC

Auckland Premier Reserve Men
Southern Districts 2-2 (SO Win) vs Howick 
Pakuranga

Auckland Premier Reserve Women
Somerville 1-0 vs Roskill Eden

Division 1 Men Championship
Southern Districts Black 3-2 vs Somerville A

Division 1 Women Championship
Somerville A 5-0 vs Masters

Division 1 Men Minor Championship
Southern Districts Red 3-2 vs Somerville B

Division 1 Women Minor Championship
Somerville B 1-1(SO Win) vs Roskill Eden

Division 2 Men
Somerville 4-1 vs Southern

Division 2 Women Championship 
Howick Pakuranga B 1-1 (SO Win) vs Howick 
Pakuranga A

Division 2 Women Minor Championship 
AISC 2-1 vs Waitakere

Division 3 Men Championship
Somerville A 2-1 vs Howick Pakuranga

Division 3 Men Minor Championship
Waitakere 5-2 vs University

Division 3 Women Championship
Somerville A 1-0 vs Somerville B

Division 3 Women Minor Championship
Howick Pakuranga B 2-0 vs Masters

Division 4 Men Final
Howick Pakuranga Wanderers 0-0 (SO Win) vs 
Howick Pakuranga Mighty D4M Prem

Division 4 Men Plate Final
Western Districts 2-1 vs Southern

Premier Boys
Howick Pakuranga Tarrant 5-1 vs Somerville Towns

Premier Girls
Howick Pakuranga Newman 3 -2 vs Somerville Thompson

Championship Boys Grade 1
Grammar Windsor Karaka 3-2 vs Somerville Torkington

Championship Girls Grade 1
AISC 1-0 vs Somerville King

Championship Boys Grade 2
Somerville Archibald 1-0 vs Somerville Smith

Championship Girls Grade 2
Somerville Clarke 3-0 vs Southern Sting Barry

Senior Grade Final Results

Youth Grade Final Results 



%&'%&.&")!),3&-'%(4%!11&-%&'(%)
The 2025 representative season has been one of 
the strongest in recent history for Auckland 
Hockey, marked by sustained high performance 
at International level, national level, individual 
international recognition, and positive progression 
across multiple tiers of competition. Results 
across senior and age-group programmes reflect 
the effectiveness of our pathway alignment, 
athlete development systems, and coaching 
leadership.

The Black Sticks Women started the year with 
test matches v USA here at Lloyd Elsmore Park. 
The test series provided rare chance for a home 
test match in front of family and friends for our 
Auckland athletes. The favour was then returned 
with the Black Sticks hosted by the USA in July. 
The test match experience providing further 
development of our athletes either at home or 
away. Auckland representation: Rebecca Baker, 
Breana Cately and Rose Tynan. 

We then hosted the Oceania Junior World Cup 
qualifiers in February, with a strong Auckland 
representation in the NZ Junior womenÕs team 
with Jayda Pawhau, Emma Irwin, Kaea Elliott and 
Holly Hilton-Jones. These players also went on to 
represent NZ in the Junior World Cup in Chile in 
November. The team finished 19th.

The Black Sticks Women qualified by beating 
Australia at the Oceania Cup in a closely fought 
series. Auckland Goal Keeper Grace OÕHanlon 
shone brightly with a tournament winning 
performance, giving the team direct qualification 
for the World Cup in Holland and Belgium in 
August 2026. Auckland representation: Grace 
OÕHanlon

For the second year running the Black Sticks 
Women won the Nations Cup, with Hockey NZ 
due to host the 2026 tournament at North 
Harbour in June. The team proved that they are 
good enough and belong at that top level. 
Auckland representation: Grace OÕHanlon and 
Rebecca Baker

A landmark 
achievement for 
Auckland and New 
Zealand hockey 
was Grace O'Hanlon 
being named FIH 
Goalkeeper of the 
Year. This is the first 
time any New 
Zealander has been 
bestowed this 
prestigious award.

This accolade represents global recognition of elite 
performance and is a powerful endorsement of the 
work that Grace has invested in her continuous 
improvement. 

NZ A teams also toured to China, playing 
competitive matches against the likes of Australia A, 
Japan, Korea and a China provisional selection was 
invaluable for our athletes. We had a good 
representation of Auckland athletes across both 
programmes. These Auckland athletes are all 
staking a claim for National representation. Danielle 
Cranston was the Head Coach for the NZ A 
Women. Auckland representation - NZA Women: 
Rebecca Baker, Rub Baker, Breana Catley, Antonia 
Cortesi, Maddie Harris and Zoe Teikemata. 
Auckland representation - NZA Men: Dylan 
Muggleston, Maxwell Rasmussen and James 
Stables.

AHA ran trainings twice a week for 30 weeks via our 
Regional Training Environment (RTE) for our top 
tier male and female athletes to prepare them for 
JHL, NHC, NZA, PHL as well as catering to the 
athletes in the Black Sticks programme. This 
allowed for the athletes to get at least two high 
quality trainings outside of their club training and 
has helped in the skill development of Auckland 
athletes. Access to a range of coaches including the 
National coaches have helped provide strong 
learning opportunities for our athletes.

The focus now shifts to maintaining standards, 
strengthening governance and resourcing 
structures, and ensuring the ecosystem that 
underpins this success remains protected, evolves 
further and is supported for continued long-term 
Auckland excellence.

The U18 Boys secured consecutive national titles, 
confirming the strength of AucklandÕs youth 
development systems. Back-to-back championships 
at this level demonstrate depth in the talent pool, 
effective coaching continuity, and clear alignment 
between school, club, and representative 
environments. The success also highlights the 
sustainability of the male pathway heading into U21 
and senior levels.
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The Auckland u18 Girls had a great campaign but 
were unlucky to lose in the shoot outs to eventual 
winners Canterbury. The girls showed great 
character and resilience to keep performing at a 
high level despite the disappointment of not 
making the finals and finished 5th. Our White 
team played admirably against Tier 1 teams, 
narrowly missing out on a quarter final berth after 
3-2 shoot out loss to eventual runners-up Hawkes 
Bay.

The Auckland WomenÕs team led by co-coaches, 
Simon Child and Danielle Cranston, secured their 
third consecutive national title at the National 
Hockey Championship in Christchurch, 
reinforcing their position as the benchmark team 
in the country. Achieving a three-peat at this level 
requires depth, resilience, and sustained 
standards. The campaign demonstrated strong 
squad culture, tactical cohesion, and the 
successful integration of emerging athletes into a 
high-performing environment. 

Strong performances by current and former Black 
Sticks included Liz Thompson, Julia King, 
Rebecca Baker, Breana Catley, Deanna Ritchie, 
Belinda Smith, along with NZA, U21 and top club 
athletes like Ruby Baker, Jayda Pawhau, Kaea 
Elliott and Holly Hilton-Jones contributed to 
another title performance. 

The Auckland MenÕs team led by Clive Daniels, 
Terry Evans and supported by Arun Panchia, 
returned to the podium with a bronze medal at the 
National Hockey Championship in Christchurch, a 
significant milestone following several seasons 
without medal success. This result reflects steady 
rebuilding, improved competitive consistency, and 
strengthened performance accountability within 
the programme. This success was highlighted 
with selections in representative squads for 
players from the Auckland menÕs NHC squad, 
including NZ A for Luke Holmes and Dylan 
Muggleston, alongside PHL selection for Kervin 
Guttenbiel, Reagan Harnell, Brett Menezes, Mitch 
Murray, and Julius Talavao.

 

Both Auckland NHC Men and WomenÕs Tier 2 
teams successfully retained their positions 
within the Tier 2 competition of the National 
Hockey Championship. In just our second 
consecutive year providing this pathway for 
Auckland athletes we were pleased with the 
results and performance of the teams.

Congratulations to our athletes for your 
success across regional and national 
campaigns. A special congratulations to those 
who were chosen for higher domestic and 
international honours and accolades. IÕd also 
like to take this opportunity to thank the many 
dedicated volunteers who help support and 
deliver our representative programmes. 
Countless hours have been poured into our 
representative campaigns and our success is 
a reflection of this contribution. 

Thank you,

Jude Menezes
Head of Hockey
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Our U14 development programme continued to 
grow in 2025. With over 130 Year 7 and 8 players 
involved, the programme delivered regular games 
against North Harbour on Sunday mornings, 
giving our younger athletes the opportunity to 
experience meaningful game time in a structured 
and supportive environment. This programme 
remains a cornerstone of our pathway 
development, and the enthusiasm shown by our 
players each week is a credit to the families and 
coaches involved.

The Royals Academy continued to deliver high-
performance opportunities for our most committed 
players in 2025. Our established performance 
programme ran for our top U18 and U16 players 
across two blocks of 5 weeks Ñ one before 
Christmas and one after Ñ focusing on skill 
development and maintaining high standards.
A key highlight this year was the introduction of 
our new Royals Development Programme, 
targeted at the U16 group in direct preparation for 
the U16 National Tournament in 2026. This 
initiative reflects our commitment to building a 
strong and well-prepared squad, and we are 
excited to see this group continue to develop 
heading into the national competition.

In March, Auckland Hockey delivered a dedicated 
Goalkeeper Development Programme led by Jude 
Menezes, with Grace O'Hanlon joining as a guest 
coach for one session. The programme saw 24 
goalkeepers benefit from specialist coaching, 
providing a focused environment for skill 
development and growth.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank staff, 
volunteers, coaches, and parents for their 
continued support throughout 2025. Your 
dedication and commitment make these 
programmes possible and ensure that every 
player has the opportunity to grow, compete, and 
enjoy the game. We look forward to another 
exciting year ahead in 2026.

Rocio Gonzalez Canda
Coach and Player Development Manager

The 2025 year proved to be another exciting 
chapter for Auckland Hockey's Development 
programmes. Across our U16, U14, Royals 
Academy, and Goalkeeper Development areas, we 
saw continued growth, competitive success, and 
strong participation numbers throughout the year.

Our U16 programme had a standout year on the 
competitive stage. Auckland participated in both the 
Grant McLeod Tournament and the Riki Burgess 
Tournament at North Harbour at the end of 
September, fielding 6 boys teams and 7 girls teams 
with over 180 Auckland players representing our 
region. a tremendous show of depth and talent 
across both genders.

The results on the field were equally impressive. 
Our U16 Boys Blue team claimed gold at the Grant 
McLeod Tournament and our U16 Girls White team 
took out the Riki Burgess Girls competition. This 
was a fantastic achievement for both squads and a 
reflection of the hard work put in by players and 
coaches throughout the season.

Looking ahead, we are excited for 2026 with the 
U16 National Tournament returning to the calendar 
and hosting the boys tournament at Lloyd Elsmore 
Park. We also look forward to continuing our 
participation in the Northern Region festival circuit.
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