
​U18 National Tournament 2026 — General Information​

​Dates & Venue​
​The​ ​U18​ ​National​ ​Championships​ ​will​ ​be​ ​held​ ​in​ ​Tauranga​ ​(Boys)​ ​and​ ​Palmerston​ ​North​
​(Girls) from 5–11 July 2026.​

​Travel​
​Boys​ ​will​ ​travel​ ​to​ ​Tauranga​ ​via​ ​bus​ ​or​ ​van,​ ​and​ ​girls​ ​will​ ​fly​ ​to​ ​Palmerston​ ​North.​​Further​
​travel details will be shared with players once teams are announced.​

​Please​​note​​that​​players​​returning​​with​​families​​do​​so​​at​​their​​own​​expense.​​Refunds​​are​​not​
​available as part of our group booking.​

​Accommodation​
​Teams​​will​​stay​​together​​with​​coaches​​and​​managers​​at​​a​​designated​​venue,​​which​​may​​be​​a​
​boarding​ ​house,​ ​motel,​ ​or​ ​hotel.​ ​Players​ ​and​ ​parents​ ​will​ ​be​ ​notified​ ​once​ ​teams​ ​are​
​announced.​

​Player Contribution​
​U18​​tournaments​​are​​user​​pays​​and​​we​​anticipate​​costs​​to​​be​​at​​a​​maximum​​cos​​t​​of​​between​
​$2,200​ ​and​ ​$2,600​ ​including​ ​GST,​ ​and​ ​will​ ​be​ ​invoiced​ ​to​ ​all​ ​players​ ​once​ ​teams​ ​are​
​announced.​

​We​ ​will​ ​also​ ​apply​ ​for​ ​funding​ ​support​ ​and​ ​seek​ ​sponsorship,​ ​we​ ​then​ ​pass​ ​any​ ​funding​
​directly onto the players. Payment plans are available to support families.​

​Funding​​and​​Sponsorship​​success​​can​​vary​​but​​would​​typically​​bring​​the​​cost​​down​​a​​further​
​$200 - $350 per player.​

​The​​contribution​​covers​​all​​costs​​associated​​with​​the​​tournament,​​including​​uniforms,​​flights,​
​vans,​ ​accommodation,​ ​meals,​ ​pre-tournament​ ​expenses,​ ​and​ ​Hockey​ ​New​ ​Zealand​ ​entry​
​fees​​(covering​​turf​​charges,​​first​​aid,​​and​​umpires).​​As​​in​​previous​​years,​​player​​contributions​
​also cover travel, accommodation, and meal charges for the management team.​

​Auckland​​Hockey​​can​​assist​​players​​reduce​​their​​tournament​​fees​​by​​supporting​​fundraising​
​activities,​ ​including​ ​selling​ ​raffle​ ​tickets,​ ​assisting​​with​​coaching​​programmes,​​or​​working​​in​
​the bar/café. Further details will be provided once teams are announced.​

​In​ ​addition,​ ​the​ ​AKH​ ​Supporters​ ​Club​ ​considers​ ​hardship​ ​applications​ ​for​ ​players​ ​and​
​families​ ​requiring​ ​financial​ ​assistance.​ ​There​ ​are​ ​limited​ ​funds​ ​available​ ​each​ ​year,​ ​so​
​assistance​ ​is​ ​prioritised​ ​based​ ​on​ ​individual​ ​circumstances.​ ​If​ ​you​ ​would​ ​like​ ​to​ ​apply​ ​for​
​assistance, please contact James as soon as possible on ceo@akhockey.org.nz.​

​Uniform​
​Your​ ​player​ ​registration​ ​fee​ ​includes​​the​​complete​​home​​kit,​​consisting​​of​​one​​playing​​shirt,​
​one​ ​pair​ ​of​ ​shorts,​ ​one​ ​team​ ​hoodie,​ ​one​ ​long-sleeve​ ​shirt,​ ​and​ ​two​ ​pairs​ ​of​ ​team​ ​socks.​



​Players​​will​​keep​​the​​home​​kit​​after​​the​​tournament​​and​​may​​use​​it​​for​​future​​Auckland​​U18​
​teams.​

​Auckland​​Hockey​​will​​provide​​and​​maintain​​the​​away​​kit​​for​​all​​players,​​which​​will​​remain​​the​
​property of the organisation.​

​Team​ ​tracksuits​ ​will​ ​be​ ​provided​ ​by​ ​Auckland​ ​Hockey​ ​for​ ​use​ ​during​ ​the​ ​tournament;​
​however,​ ​players​ ​will​ ​have​ ​the​ ​option​ ​to​ ​purchase​ ​their​ ​own​ ​if​ ​preferred.​ ​Players​ ​will​ ​be​
​asked for their size when they register for trials.​

​Coaches​
​Coaches​ ​will​ ​be​ ​announced​ ​to​ ​players​ ​before​ ​trials.​ ​Each​ ​team​ ​will​ ​consist​ ​of​ ​one​ ​Head​
​Coach, one Assistant Coach, and one Manager. Teams may also have a Physiotherapist.​

​Selectors​
​Selectors will be announced to players before trials.​

​Trainings​

​Men & Women:​​Mondays at LEP from 6.00pm to 7.30pm.​​Starting date Monday 11th May.​
​Extra sessions possible on Sunday mornings close to the tournament.​

​King’s Birthday Weekend – Northern Region U18 Tournament​​Sunday 31st May & 1st​
​June – Both teams playing against northern region teams (TBC)​

​Full calendar to be confirmed with players after trials​

​Contact​
​For​ ​any​ ​questions​ ​related​ ​to​ ​the​ ​U18​ ​campaign,​ ​please​ ​contact​ ​Rochi​ ​at​
​reps@akhockey.org.nz​​.​


